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newspaper as there is in Little Bethel. The editor did
the thinking, with his staff well under control; he told
his readers what they thought about things, and if the
strain became too great they changed their paper. If
anyone objected to the pronouncements of the paper
they could write a letter on the chance of its being
printed, without pay, in the ' Correspondence '. But
within the past quarter century, it dawned upon
various newspaper directors that it would attract quite
a number of the curious and arouse very little resent-
ment among the faithful if they opened their columns
to heterodox views, provided these were properly dis-
avowed in an editorial note. This ventilation of
opinion has developed very rapidly. It was a draw;
it made the paper exciting in a new direction. The
philosophers, religious teachers, radicals and scientific
men were very reasonable about fees, and these debates
cost far less than, for example, sending special corres-
pondents and commissioners to investigate the latest
murder. The usage was established very rapidly and
now it would be difficult to abandon it. For the
ordinary, man wants to have his views discussed and
reanimated just as he wants to know and to vivify his
knowledge. The note of interrogation which is born in
the nature of every human being has been released.
The newspaper changes continually. In the early
nineteenth century, when printing was a comparatively
primitive business, newspapers were largely the
creation of ' great journalists ', and their influence was